A ten-year study of carcinoma of the pancreas.
During the 10 years from 1965 through 1974, 86 patients with adenocarcinoma of the pancreas were diagnosed or referred for treatment at the University of Oregon Health Sciences Center. The average age and survival in these patients is not significantly different from other published series. Only four patients had resectable tumors, and of these two survived over twelve months. Eight other patients also survived over twelve months, and no two of these had the same treatment regimens (although nine of the ten long-term survivors received some form of chemotherapy). Fourteen patients received a combination of chemotherapy and radiation therapy. While their average survival was only two months longer than that of the entire series, three were long-term survivors. Over 75% had significant palliation; this suggests that this treatment should be considered in selected cases.